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Dissertation on the Disease called 
an Irritable State of the Urinary 
Bladder ; its Causes and Treat- 
ment. 


By Usner Parsons, M.D. 
(Continued from p. 712.) 


Tue view taken of the organi- 
zation, properties and functions of 
the bladder, and of the qualities 
of the urine, prepares the way 
for a more intelligible examination 
of the disease called an irritable 
state of it. We have seen that 
on its muscular tunic depends its 
most essential property, organic 
contractility ; that in a healthy 
state, the contractility of the neck 
of the bladder, residing in its dense 
and fibrous structure, predomi- 
nates over the detrusive power 
of the muscular coat, insomuch 
that the latter requires the co- 
operation of voluntary muscles 
with its own, to overcome the 
resistance ; that when this is once 
accomplished, and a few drops of 
urine have entered the neck of 
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the bladder, the organ is able, by 
its own contractility, to complete 
the expulsion. From this it may 
be inferred, that a derangement 
in the relative strength of the de- 
trusive power of the organ, and of 
the constringing power of its neck, 
must be attended with a manifest 
derangement in the functions of 
the organ. Thus, if loss of power, 
on the one hand, exist in the or- 
ganic contractility, asa palsy from 
injuries done to the spine, or oth- 
erwise, the bladder is no longer 
able to expel the urine; the force 
of the voluntary muscles alone, 
being insufficient for compressing 
the whole surface of its parietes; 
this must necessarily cause an ac- 
cumulation, until the pressure of 
the surrounding parts, aided by its 
own tonicity, overpowers the re- 
sistance in the neck, when its dis- 
tension will be takes off, ina slight 
degree, by a slow dribbling from 
the urethra, which may continue 
until the resistance of the neck 
and urethra is exactly balanced 
by the expelling power above 
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mentioned. ‘Sometimes the 
urine even dvibbles away inces- 
santly, as is found to happen when 
the action of the bladder is entire- 
ly destroyed ; for being then con- 
stantly full, itcan hold no more of 
the urine descending to it through 
the ureters, unless as much be 
voided by the urethra as is receiv- 
ed, and as unremittingly as the 
addition from the kidneys conti- 
uues to be made.”? Qu the other 
haud, if the contractility of the 
neck of the bladder is impaired-by 
palsy, wound, or other cause, and 
the detrusive power of the mus- 
cular coat remains, the same ef- 
fect will be produced as respects 
incontineacy, with this difference, 
however, in respect to the state 
of the bladder, that in the former 
case it will be constantly full, but 
ia the latter case constantly emp- 
ty. 

When the difficulty consists in 
loss of power in the detrusor uri- 
nie, the disease has been termed 
retention of urine, whilst that which 
depends ou loss of contractility in 
the neck, has been named incon- 
tinence of uxine ; neither of which 
diseases properly belong to the 
preseat subject of investigation. 
it is a state of the organ opposite 
to both the above mentioned, that 
claims our atfention,—au irritable 
state of it, in which the urine ex- 
cites its coutractility more readi- 
ly than in health. 

An irritable state of the urinary 
bladder varies essentially ia its 
character, and in the iudicatious 
of cure, according to the nature 
of the cause, aud the circum- 
stances of the patient.. In these 
respects Gases may conveniently 
be divided into two kinds :—Ist, 
those dependiag on debility, gene- 
ral or local, or sympathetic ; aad, 
2d, those dependiug on uucdue ex- 


citement, either local or sympa- 
thetic. These will now be con- 
sidered, separately. The simplest 
form is that which prevails in 
children, where the organ is ex- 
cited into action, without the aid 
of volition, more frequently in the 
night. In the day time, the patient 
is inclined to discharge the urine 
more frequently than other child- 
ren, and is sometimes unable to 
resist the urgency of the call till 
in readiness to obey it. Accord- 
ing to J. L. Petit, there are three 
kinds of infants, ‘* qui pissent au 
lit involuntairement : ceux qui 
sont paresseux de se lever pour 
uriner aux premiers avertismens; 
ceux qui dorment si profondément 
que la sensation qui accompagne 
Penvie @uriner n’est point assez 
forte pour les eveiller, en sorte 
que la vessie, qui est naturelle- 
ment trés-irritable dans les enfans, 
se contracte avec assez de force 
pour surmonter la résistance de 
son col, sans que la volonté ait 
aucune part a cette contraction, 
et que Pame en soit avertie ; la 
troisicme espcce est celle des 
eufans qui reveut pisser dans un 
pot de chambre, contre un mur, 
&c. 5 ils sentent qu’ils ont besoin 
et qu’ils pissent eilective- 
ment; ceux-la ne sont pas en grand 
nombre, ou du moins il ne leur ar- 
rive pas souvent de faire de pa- 
reils réves.” 

That this form of the disease 
depends on debility, is proved by 
the fact, that childreu are almost 
the only subjects of it, and are in 
most cases cured by the develop- 


ment of strength in the organ, at 


the age of puberty, growing out of 
its Conaexion with the genital or- 
gans, Which experience such an 
accession of vigor at this period. 
Lorsquils sout débarrassés de 
cetle iacommodite, le vire, les se- 
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cousses de la toux, provoquent 
tres-souvent encore I’incontinence 
quoique la sensation du besoin 
d’uriner soit aussi developpée chez 
eux que chez d’autres. Quoiqu’il 
en soit, au reste, de la théorie de 
Vincontinence, les enfans alfectés 
de cette maladie sont, en general, 
doués d’un tempérament lympha- 
tique ; ils ont ordinairement le 
tissue cellulaire assez chargé de 
graisse, les cheveaux blonds, le 
teint coloré, Viris dilaté ; on voit 
parmi eux beaucoup de scrofu- 
leux, de rachitiques, de teigneux, 
et on ne peut se dissimuler que 
comme ils sont plus ou moins fai- 
bles, ils sont en general disposés 
aux maladies du systeme lympha- 
tique, quand ils sont d’ailleurs 
mal nourris et mal vétus.”—To 
which it may be added, that the 
occasional exciting causes, as will 
hereafter appear, are of a debili- 
tating character. 

A question here suggests itself, 
—If, as we believe, the contrac- 
tility of the whole bladder is 
wanting in strength, in the neck 
as well as in the body, (the debi- 
litating cause being supposed to 
act generally,) and if the neck of 
the bladder, though weak on the 
whole, yet possesses strength of 
contractility proportionate to that 
of the bladder as in health, why 
does it fail to counteract the ex- 
pulsive power of the bladder as 
effectually in this case as it does 
in a state of health, and by a simi- 
lar preponderance of power pre- 
vent incontinency ? The expla- 
nation of the phenomenon appears 
to me to be this: There is a 
consent of action, in the retention 
and evacuation of urine, between 
the neck of the bladder, the blad- 
der itself, and the muscles of the 
abdomen. Ina state of heaith 
the abdominal muscles, as before 
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remarked, commence the expul- 
sion, by forcing open the neck of 
the bladder ; the urine stimulates 
the sensitive coat of the urethra, 
which has been bathed for some 
hours in a bland mucus, and this 
excitement brings on a contraction 
of the muscular coat to complete 
the process. Now ina debilitat- 
ed state of the whole organ, less 
aid is required in the incipient 
stage of the process from the 
voluntary muscles, and may not 
even the contractility of texture, 
or elastic pressure of these mus- 
cles, be sufficient to overcome 
the contraction of the neck, with- 
out any voluntary exertion, or 
even consciousness ** The sup- 
position is strengthened by many 
circumstances. Distending the 
abdomen immediately before go- 
ing to bed, causes such patients 


to wet their beds ;—pursuing an 


opposite course, prevents the evil. 
Children whose bellies are habitu- 
ally tumid and hard, are more 
subject to this weakness than 
others. The most valuable re- 
medies are such as strengthen the 
neck of the bladder, enabling it 
to resist the common elastic pres- 
sure of the abdomen. 


linmediately after birth infants 
pass most of their drinks by the 
kidneys ; very little goes off by 
the skin. The bladder then con- 
tracts itself very often, the urine 
is scarcely colored, and there is 


* The urine occupies and fills the blad- 
der without occasioning contraction ; but 
if by excess of its plenitude, or by com- 
pression of the muscles of the lower part 
of the belly, a small quantity of this li- 
quid happens to be forced into the orifice 
of the canal of the urethra, the parietes 
of which are habitually in contact, the 
whole of the body of the bladder enters 
into contraction, and the pocket is com. 
pletely emptied.—Dic. des Sciences Me- 
dicales, virticle Irritability, 


. 
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very little difference between that 
of day aud of night, there being 
no time for absorption in the blad- 
der. ‘‘ Infants,” says Dr. Guer- 
sent,* ‘are in this respect like 
individuals having no bladder, 
whose ureters discharge into a 
sort of cloace placed within the 
pubis. Such persons pass enor- 
mous quantities of urine, some- 
times four or five pounds in twen- 
ty-four hours.” But after a few 
months the neck of the bladder 
acquires strength, and retains the 
urine longer ; absorption of some 
of the aqueous parts takes place, 
rendering the urine more saline 
and stimulating to the organ, and 
serves to subdue the irritability 
of it till, after a time, the subject 
is obliged to call in the aid of the 
abdominal muscles in expelling it. 
The faculty of retaining the urine 
is usually developed between the 
first year and the termination of 
the first dentition, and if after this 
period the child appears insensible 
of the discharge, there is reason 
to apprehend a habit of inconti- 
nency. 

The period of life most subject 
to this, is between the first and 
second dentition ; the next is be- 
tween the latter period and pu- 
berty ; itis, comparatively speak- 
ing, very rare in adults. Boys 
are more subject to it than girls ; 
the same holds true after that 
period, ce qui dépend, peut-etre, 
de ce que les jouissances étant en 
général plus précoces parmi les 
Jeunes gens, que parmi les jeunes 
demoiselles, Vexcitation des or- 
ganes geniteux se communique 
aux organes destinés a la déjection 
des urines. 

Where an irritable state of the 
bladder exists in children, the 


* Of the Hospice des Enfans. 
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quantity of urine discharged va- 
ries from causes that are generally 
assignable. All the means which 
excite or strengthen their consti- 
tutions diminish its quantity, and 
those which on the contrary relax, 
cause an abundant increase of it, 
and augment the disposition to in- 
continency. When such patients 
are attacked with fever, the urine 
becomes high colored, more sti- 
mulating, and is retained perfectly 
well both day and night ; but after 
the fever has subsided, the debi- 
lity andincontinence return. Eve- 
ry debilitating cause sensibly aug- 
ments its quantity, more espe- 
cially the juices of fruits and a 
watery diet, and moist weather, 
and night time. ‘I have known 
children,” says Guersent, of the 
Hospice des Enfans, ‘from six 
to nine years of age, make from 
six to eight ounces during the day, 


‘and thirty or forty during the night, 


and though they were taken up 
seven or eight times during the 
night, they are found bathed in 
urine in the morning.”” But this 
disproportion depends somewhat 
on the relative activity of the cu- 
taneous and renal system. 


An irritable state of the blad- 
der of the above kind, depending 
on debility, disappears, as before 
observed, at the age of puberty, 
and will sometimes yield to treat- 
ment, hereafter to be mentioned, 
at an earlier period. But there 
is another kind, of rarer occur-. 
rence, sometimes met with in 
adults, which is accompanied by 
general debility, and is preceded 
by defect or derangement in some 
other organ, and which affects the 
bladder by sympathy. The or- 
gans most likely to suffer and to 
produce the disease in question, 
are the skin and stomach. Dwell- 
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ing in low and humid places, and 
suddenly checked perspiration, 
have been known to produce the 
former kind. Of the other kind, 
dyspepsia is the most frequent 
cause,—close study, a sedentary 
habit, a fretful and anxious state 
of mind. A clergyman, says Mr. 
Foote, was long afflicted with an 
irritable state of the bladder, 
which he attributed to the pend- 
ency of a vexatious and dreaded 
lawsuit. Bingham has referred 
to several casés brought on by 
dyspepsia, occasioned by errors 
and excess in diet, and in the use 
of ardent spirit. 

The debilitating passions of fear 
and dread have a direct tendency 
to excite the contractility of the 
bladder. Scholars, while waiting 
their turn to speak at public exhi- 
bitions, are incommoded with an 
incessant desire to make water. 
Throwing a hound into a sheep- 
fold, will cause the whole flock 
to evacuate their bladders, as 
soon as the first shock has subsid- 
ed, so that they can take a con- 
venient posture for the purpose. 
The effect of fear on timid sol- 
diers in battle is proverbial. The 
force of habit is worthy of atten- 
tion, in respect to its influence on 
the retentive power of the blad- 
der. Voiding the urine on parti- 
cular occasions, is apt to excite a 
desire to do it on similar ones, 
even when the quantity collected 
is very small, as in dismounting 
from a carriage or horse.* This 
principle of association, or (to 
use the more recent and appro- 
priate term of Dr. Brown) sug- 


* The practice of doing this is so com- 
mon, that we are struck with the appo- 
siteness of Butler’s description of the situ- 
ation of Hudibras, at the door of the con- 
jurer, while Watchum is pumping his 
squire ! 
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gestion, is affected by peculiar 
sounds through the nerves of re- 
lation,—as that of a cascade, of 
the streaming of water from a 
house into a vessel placed near 
one’s bedroom, of another person 
voiding his urine often within hear- 
ing, which every person has felt 
the influence of upon his own in- 
clination. These causes would 
be worthy of scarcely a passing 
notice, but for their effect when 
often repeated, in contracting the 
size of the bladder, and thus ren- 
dering it irritable to the stimulus 
of distension. 

Another cause of an irritable 
state of the bladder is the stimu- 
lus, if so it may be called, of in- 
anition. It is that which Bichat 
refers to while on the subject of 
caloric, the privation of which is 
oftentimes an active stimulant. 
*¢ Apply a stimulus to a muscle, 
it contracts ; but at the end of 
some time the motion ceases, 
though the contact continues : re- 
move the stimulant, the motion 
frequently returns in an instant.” 
A catheter worn for a great length 
of time, causes an irritable state 
of the bladder when it is with- 
drawn and the urine is suffered to 
collect and distend it. 

An irritable state of the blad- 
der is rarely confounded with oth- 
er diseases, if we except inconti- 
nence of urine occasioned by pa- 
ralysis, and here the previous 
circumstances of the patient, the 
state of his general health, and of 
the spinal nerves, must decide its 
character. Between the kind 
depending on debility, and that 
which is attributable to inflamma- 
tion, hereafter to be described, 
an important distinction is to be 
made, both as regards prognosis 
and treatment. The kind de- 
pending on debility is met with 
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most frequently in children, be- 
tween the first and second denti- 
tion. In almost all cases, if not 
cured before puberty, it termi- 
nates at that period. When this 
is not the case, the disease be- 
comes more serious in its nature, 
and threatens to be incurable. 
There is in this kind an absence 
of inflammatory symptoms, and 
what is particularly to be noticed, 
there is no mucous discharge. 

In most cases the habit of wet- 
ting the clothes or bed, in child- 
ren, cures itself, as they grow up 
and acquire strength. If indo- 
lence is the cause, gentle chas- 
tisements may be used; most 
writers, however, speak of the 
habit as a real infirmity, and en- 
join caution in inflicting punish- 
ment—-obviating exciting causes, 
as distension of the stomach with 
liquids, shortly before bedtime, 
and taking up such children often 
during the night. The remedies 
are such as invigorate the whole 
system, and give tone to the neck 
of the bladder. A cold hip-bath, 
and, when the season will permit, 
submersion or showering in cold 
water, will be one of the most 
effectual remedies. ‘Tonic medi- 
cines, particularly the metallic 
oxides, port wine, Peruvian bark, 
gentian, and the like combined 
with a liberal allowance of animal 
food. Peruvian bark in powder, 
combined with black oxide of 
iron, in doses of from one to three 
grains, or in such quantities as to 
excite an action of the bowels, 
will cause an immediate diminu- 
tion of urine, and give its watery 
color a more healthy shade, and 
effectually stop the disease for 
atime. Bingham speaks favor- 
ably of calomel in alterative 
doses. 

When the disease is light, it 
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will often yield to strong impres- 
sions on the imagination, as think- 
ing of disgusting medicines. A 
well known remedy with common 
people, both in this country and 
Scotland, has been a dried field- 
mouse, pulverized and mixed with 
molasses. I believe that here a 
dread and disgust of the medicine 
keeps the patient from falling into 
profound sleep, and from insensi- 
bility to the state of the bladder. 
A dread of chastisement may act 
in the same manner. 

In the Hospice des Enfans in 
Paris, every tonic application on 
the loins, pubis and perineum, 
says Guersent, with the excep- 
tion of cold water, have failed of 
producing any sensible effect. 
ven cantharides, so much ex- 
tolled, has almost always failed. 
A blister applied over the sacrum 
has rarely done much good. Gene- 
rally, this and other applications 
of the tincture of cantharides have 
produced no sensible effect onthe 
disease. ‘The tincture of can- 
tharides, taken internally, has 
proved beneficial as a tonic. I 
have given it to children from six 
to nine years old, to the amount 
of a drachm in a day, without pro- 
ducing any heat in passing the 
urine ; Which proves, that in in- 
fauts aflected with incontinence 
of urine, the bladder is quite in- 
sensible to the irritation produced 
by cantharides. ‘The same au- 
thor speaks in high praise of 
nux vomica, in extract or in pow- 
der. 

Electricity has produced tem- 
porary benefit in children, parti- 
cularly those of a scrofulous habit. 
Doubtless the benefit would be 
greater, in obstinate cases, if light 
shocks were transmitted by a 
sound passed into the bladder. 
But whatever may be the meaus 


employed, relief from the evil 
will be slight and temporary if 
nature, in turn, fails to develope 
the vital forces of the system, 
and particularly of the organ con- 
cerned. It is therefore of the 
first importance to confine such 
children to that kind of diet and 
regimen which will be most likely 
to improve their general health, 
feeding them with roasted, broil- 
ed and smoked meats, allowing 
strengthening drinks, and with- 
holding broths, porridges and di- 
luting beverages, particularly on 
going to bed. In a word, they 
should be well fed, clothed and 
exercised. 

When the disease is protracted 
till after the age of puberty, there 
is great danger of its becoming 
incurable. Medicines, if resorted 
to, should therefore be used more 
vigorously and perseveringly. 
The nux vomica is worthy of a 
more trial. In one such 
case I have found tartar emetic 
ointment, applied to the sacrum, 
prove beneficial. Cold sea-bath- 
ing should be persevered in for a 
great length of time. Marriage 
has proved effectual in a femaie, 
says Guersent, after other means 
had proved unavailing. 

When these remedies and the 
like fail, we must content our- 
selves with the use of palliative 
means, as instruments calculated 
either to compress the urethra, 
and intercept the passage of urine, 
or to receive the urine as fast as 
it is voided. ‘* The first of these 
plans is more difficult to accom- 
plish in women than men; but it 
may be executed by means of an 
elastic hoop, which goes round 
the pelvis, and from the middle 
of which, in front, a curved elastic 
piece of steel descends, and ter- 
minates in a smajl compress, 
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which is contrived to cover accu- 
rately the meatus urinarius.’’* 

Where an irritable state of the 
bladder proceeds from dyspepsia, 
the remedies indicated for the 
primary affection are chiefly to 
be relied upon. Bingham lays 
great stress upon attention to diet 
and regimen, aud an alterative 
and purgative plan of treatment, 
and cites several interesting cases 
in support of his opinion. 

In these, as well as most other 
cases of a chronic character, 
there generally exists a diminu- 
tion of the capacity of the bladder. 
The treatment successfully adopt- 
ed by Mr. Foote for this evil, was 
injecting a decoction of mallows 
or flaxseed, twice a day, through 
a catheter, letting the instrument 
remain in most of the time, and 
the injection for the space of about 
fifteen minutes. By a persever- 
ance in this course, Mr. Foote 
says he has been able to distend a 
bladder that had contained, fora 
great length of time, not more 
than half a gill at once, and that 
with pain, until it could retain 
twelve ounces.* 


From an irritable state of the 
bladder depending on debility, we 
now turn to the other kind men. 
tioned, arising frova inflammation 
of the mucous cost. That it de- 
pends on inflammation, and conse- 
quent augmentation of its organic 
and animal sensibilitv, seems 
proved, not only by the obvious 
effects of its assignable causes, 
but also by the appearance, in 
most cases, of great quantities of 
mucus mixed with the urine. ‘If 
there be a discharge of mucus in 


* (Buvres Chir. de Desault, par Bi- 
chat, ‘I’. 3. 

t * On curing Diseases of the Urethra 
and Biadder, by Jesse Foote.” 
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unnatural quantity, there must be 
increased vascular action, be- 
cause as all secretions are formed 
from the blood, the quantity of 
them must in some degree be 
proportioned to the quantity of 
this fluid which circulates in the 
part from whence the secretion 
takes place.”* An inflamed state 
of the organ has been less spoken 
of by those who have described 
post-mortem appearances than we 
should expect, onthe presumption 
that inflammation in all such cases 
existed; but the reason of it I be- 
lieve is, that there is an oversight 
of the natural paleness of the or- 
gan compared with what exists in 
other cavities lined with a mucous 
membrane. ‘I ought to observe,” 
says Bichat, ‘‘to those who open 
dead bodies, that they should ne- 
ver lose sight of the original tinge 
of the portion of the mucous sys- 
tem they examine, since each of 
the divisions of this system exhibits 
in its shades remarkable differ- 
ences. If the membrane of the 
bladder is found as red as that of 
the stomach in its natural state, 
then pronounce that there had 
been inflammation. There is a 
scale of color for the mucous sys- 
tem; it is then essential to have an 
accurate knowledge of this scale, 
a type to which to refer the in- 
flammatory state in the examina- 
tion of dead bodies. We have 
before remarked that inflamma- 
tion in the mucous membrane in 
the bladder, however slight, aug- 
ments its sensibility, and through 
this the contractility of the mus- 
cular coat, and thus occasions fre- 
quent discharges from the organ, 
and this, too, whether the neck 


* Renauldin. Dic. des Sciences Medi- 


tales. 
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participates in the inflammation 
or retains only its ordinary share 
of contractility. When, however, 
the inflammation is violent and in- 
volves the muscular coat, the or- 
gan is equally indisposed to con- 
tract or dilate, it therefore re- 
mains ina state of equipoise ; a 
certain portion of urine will con- 
sequently be retained, and when 
its quantity is increased, and puts 
the muscular fibres on the stretch, 
the organ will relieve itself by 
expelling a part. 
(To be continued. ) 


If. 
On Distortion of the Spine. 


Communicated for the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 
Amone the complaints to which 
the attention of the surgeon is 
most frequently called, and -in 
which, perhaps, his best efforts 
are oftenest baffled, is that of de- 
formity from the above cause. 
At the present time, and in our 
own city and its vicinity, exam- 
ples of this malady are continually 
presented to our view, and ap- 
peal, in more ways than one, to 
the humanity and the skill of the 
profession. Why is the disease 
so much more frequent than for- 
merly ? No doubt, for the most 
part, in consequence of the change 
which has taken place in the ha- 
bits of that portion of society in 
which we now find it most gene- 
rally to exist. Our females, in 
those classes of the community 
which are not obliged to labor for 
subsistence, are brought up in 
less active habits than in former 
times ; and their mode of life is 
even less favorable to the due 
expansion of the form than that 
of those in the same rank in other 
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cities and countries. As soon as 
children are capable of acquiring 
the rudiments of knowledge, we 
are solicitous to commence what 
we Call their education ; and, pro- 
vided this term be taken in its 
most extended signification, it 
certainly cannot be begun too 
early. But it is tobe feared that 
we do not, in judging on this sub- 
ject, duly estimate the relative 
importance of mental and of phy- 
sical education ; that we are dis- 
posed to undervalue the latter, 
while we overrate the value of 
the former branch of instruction. 
It is, indeed, true, and happy is it 
for us, that Nature contrives, in 
the human constitution, to main- 
tain a successful defence against 
those inroads of art which threat- 
en it with serious injury. In boys 
at all ages, and in girls at an early 
age, the buoyancy and activity 
which she imparts, serve as a 
sufficient stimulus to necessary 
exercise, and counteract the ill 
effects of confinement and re- 
straint: but in the weaker sex, 
when the freedom of movement 
begins to be checked by a sense 
of decorum, and the elasticity of 
the spirits to be tempered by the 
visitings of thought and care; when 
ambition, too, and the desire of 
being distinguished among rivals, 
comes in aid of other inducements 
to close application, she finds her- 
self unable to maintain the ba- 
lance, and the physical powers 
too often fail a sacrifice to the 
undue cultivation of the taste and 
intellect. Certain it is, that in 
young females, enjoying those un- 
common advantages which our in- 
stitutions are able to furnish, and 
gratifying their parents and in- 
structers by daily proofs of in- 
creased mental acquisition, it is 
found, as they approach that pe- 
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riod of life when they are objects 
of peculiar solicitude, that some 
secret cause is at work which 
threatens to defeat their fondest 
hopes. The form is observed 
gradually, but constantly, to be 
impaired. Alarm is excited in 
the mind of the parent, and the 
child urged to make every effort 
to counteract the growing evil ; 
but how little these efforts avail 
against the force of habit and the 
continued operation of the same 
causes, we have all learned too 
truly. The deformity goes on 
increasing; the spine becomes 
permanently curved, and, too late, 
perhaps, the unfortunate patient 
and her friends are left to regret 
the omission of those timely pre- 
cautions, which now appear to have 
been so imperiously demanded. 

We come, then, to a second 
question, of equal importance. 
with the former :—How ts curva- 
ture of the spine tobe arrested at 
its commencement, or to be con- 
trolled and cured at its subsequent 
stages? Will local treatment 
effect a cure of the disease? If 
not, what degree of good can be 
effected by it, and what is the 
best mode to be adopted in its 
application ? 

On the subject of the efficacy 
of instrumental aid in this com- 
plaint, there appears to have pre- 
vailed, not only at different times, 
but among eminent men at the 
same period, a considerable di- 
versity of opinion. A distinguish- 
ed medical practitioner of this 
city informed us, that, having an 
interesting case under his care, he 
was induced to write to the three, 
then, most eminent surgeons in 
London, to request their opinion 
of this species of aid, generally, 
and their advice in the choice of 
the apparatus to be made use of. 
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Each expressed in reply some 
doubt of the efficacy of such aid ; 
each recommended an apparatus 
however, but no two of them co- 
incided in their choice. It is 
needless to add how much bene- 
fited the gentleman found himself 
by this result of his consultation. 

That many eminent surgeons 
have believed in the possibility of 
relieving this malady, at least in 
a considerable degree, by the use 
of machinery, will be obvious to 
any one who examines the various 
works of distinguished writers on 
the subject ; but that others have 
viewed it as useless or injurious 
is equally evident. For the opi- 
nions of these last, we might refer 
to many treatises of acknowledged 
merit, but we know not that we 
have seen them more strongly and 
fearlessly stated than in the work 
of alate French writer(Lachaise), 
from which, as it may not have 
met the eye of medical men here 
in general, we venture to subjoin 
an extract. 

Having remarked that all dis- 
tortions may be considered as re- 
ferrible to one of two causes, viz. 
Ist, the irregular action of the 
muscles, and, 2d, some change 
produced by disease in the bodies 
of the vertebra themselves ; and 
that in the latter class of cases, 
the inefficacy of mechanical force 
is almost self-evident, since it can- 
not be supposed capable of restor- 
ing the integrity of the parts, this 
author proceeds to speak of its 
application to the former class, 
which he regards as by far the 
most numerous, and that in which 
this kind of aid is most frequeutly 
resorted to. 

‘¢ However varied the agents 
employed to effect the extension 
of the spinal column, they must 
have for their common object to 
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increase the distance between its 
extremities, and consequently to 
extend it at the expense of its 
curvature; but this primary effect 
of extension has nothing in common 
with the curative indication which 
naturally results from the charac- 
ter of the curvatures of this class; 
because this indication refers us 
to the cause, while extension is 
only directed against an effect. 
What, in fact, can we expect from 
the employment of extension in 
such cases, except that as soon as 
the column is released from the 
action of the extending power, it 
should yiekl anew to the attrac- 
tive effort of the muscles which 
at first altered its natural direc- 
tion, and which will have the more 
advantage as the column will be 
less able to resist them ; for the 
elongation takes place only be- 
cause the parts which unite the 
vertebra, and more particularly 
the intervertebral ligaments, have 
been distended by continued force. 
Now the inevitable effect of this 
prolonged distension, is to augment 
the flexibility of the whole column, 
by facilitating the independent ac- 
tion of the twenty-four osseous 
pieces which compose it. This 
disastrous result will be further 
aided by the pressure of the su- 
perior portions of the body, which 
will no longer find, in the column 
thus elongated, a sufficiently solid 
support. 

‘¢ The partisans of extension no 
doubt rely on the notion, that the 
parts of the human body, like the 
branches of a tree, have only to 
be maintained in a given situation 
in order to increase and to be de- 
veloped in the direction thus fore- 
ed upon them. They do not con- 
sider that in plants, destined to 
grow and die in the place of their 
birth, the developing force is uni- 
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form throughout, and is not affect- 
ed by the means employed to alter 
the direction of its branches ; 
whereas, in the animal, exercise 
and freedom are two indispensable 
conditions to the increase of the 
volume and strength of the several 
parts and organs. If compressed 
in any degree, and deprived of 
motion, we soon see them languish, 
diminish in size, and become in- 
capable of making their usual ef- 
forts or fulfilling their proper 
functions. ‘Thus, the parts refer- 
red to, though maintained erect 
by the power of foreign support, 
and presenting for the time a suf- 
ficiently favorable aspect, must, 
when abandoned to themselves, 
only become the more depressed, 
and, in the event, more extensive- 
ly deformed. 

‘‘In regard to the faculty, 
which may be attributed to ex- 
tension, of weakening the prepon- 
derating muscles, and thus ena- 
bling the column to recover its 
natural form, it is evidently whol- 
ly chimerical ; for the distension 
is felt by the weaker muscles as 
well as by those whose action 
preponderates ; and supposing, 
what is not certain, that these 
last especially experienced its 
effects, still no real advantage 
would be gained, because the co- 
lumn, having been curved by yield- 
ing to an active force, can restore 
itself only under the influence of 
auother force equally great, act- 
ing in the opposite direction, and 
which must be the more powerful 
in proportion as the curvature is 
the more confirmed. Jt is then 
matter of easy inference, that the 
constant exercise of the weaker 
muscles, and the repose of those 
which prevail, fulfil, especially 
in the commencement of this ma- 
lady, the principal conditions re- 
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quired for the cure of curvatures 
from muscular action, and that 
extension absolutely fulfils none.” 

It cannot be denied that there 
is much good sense,in these re- 
marks, though the author may 
have been carried too far by his 
zeal to correct what he consider- 
eda prevailing error. To expect 
that any permanent beneiit ts to 
be derived from merely subjecting 
a patient for a few minutes, or 
even an hour of each day, to a 
machine adapted for the extension 
of the spine, is certainly a mis- 
taken notion ; yet such a machine, 
judiciously employed, and aided 
by regimen and exercise, has been 
repeatedly found useful. Two 
new contrivances for this purpose, 
somewhat dilferent in their con- 
struction, but each, perhaps, pre- 
seuting a considerable improve- 
ment on any apparatus which had 
preceded them, are now in use In 
this city. One is the invention of 
a gentleman from abroad, but for 
some years resident in this coun- 
try, who has paid great attention 
to the subject, and, after much 
investigation, has adopted the plan 
referred to ; for which we under- 
stand he has obtained a patent 
right. ‘The other apparatus is by 
a medical gentleman, who has 
practised for a short time in this 
place. It differs, as has been 
said, in some points from the for- 
mer, and is applicable to some- 
what different cases. It is as- 
serted, we know not how truly, 
that the circumstance of the two 
inventions approaching each other 
so nearly in time, has caused some 
unpleasant collision between the 
parties concerned. If this be the 
case, we hope the affair will be 
amicably settled. We can only 
add as our own opinion, what we 
believe to be that of all who 


| 
ae 
i 
5 
| 
‘ 4 


752 


have witnessed them, that both 
machines are calculated to answer 
their respective objects, and both 
capable, in connexion with judi- 
cious treatment, of rendering im- 
portant aid to the unfortunate sub- 
jects of this deformity. 


Ill. 


SELECTIONS FROM FOREIGN 
JOURNALS. 


We have received, since publishing 
the case on p. 698, the journal con- 
taining its post-mortem examination. 


Henry Rose, the man with com- 
pound fracture, whose case we 
detailed in our last number, died 
at one o’clock on the morning of 
the 16th. Little alteration was 
noticed in the symptoms during 
the last few days of his life ; the 
pain in the right side remaining 
unabated, and gradually extending 
across the epigastrium to the left, 
where he felt a good deal on a full 
inspiration ; the peculiar delirium 
never deserting him ; and, finally, 
the leg assuming daily a worse 
condition. Latterly the teeth 
became incrusted, and a_ film 
overspread the cornee of the 
eyes; yet still he asserted that 
he was better—that he was well; 
a marked characteristic of the 
hallucination or delirium attending 
the formation of purulent depots 
in the thoracic or abdominal vis- 
cera. 

On dissection, which took place 
twelve hours after death, the fol- 
lowing appearances were noted. 
The leg was ina dreadful condi- 
tion, the parts about the fracture 
being putrid, and gangrenous ; the 
cellular membrane beneath the 
skin, and between the muscles, 
almost universally disorganized. 
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On the inside and outside of the 
thigh, where Mr. Brodie had em- 
ployed the scarifications, the sub- 
cutaneous and subfascial cellular 
tissue had completely recovered 
itself, and illustrated well the 
value of incisions when early em- 
ployed. At the back of the thigh 
the cellular texture was in a very 
bad state ; and the skin and inte- 
guments could be separated, with- 
out the least dissection, from the 
deeper-seated parts, from the 
heel to a third, or even two-thirds, 
up the thigh! The femoral ves- 
sels were perfectly healthy. 

Much curiosity was excited as 
to the actual condition of the vis- 
cera of the thorax and abdomen, 
as purulent deposits in the liver 
or the lungs had been fully ex- 
pected for nearly a week before 
death. The abdomen was open- 
ed, and the liver discovered to be 
as healthy as a liver could be. 
It was sliced in all possible ways, 
but not a single abscess or speck 
of disease could be detected. 
The gall-bladder was remarkably 
pale and contracted, and contained 
some curious matter, which had 
more the appearance of fluid ho- 
ney than bile. On exposing the 
cavity of the chest, marks of re- 
cent pleuritic inflammation were 
found in both sides, especially be- 
low. ‘Towards the upper part 
of the middle lobe of the right 
lung was a small deposition of 
lymph ; but the rest of that lung 
was sound. At the lower margin 
of the left lung there were seve- 
ral larger dendéts, the contents of 
which were almost analogous in 
appearance to the sloughs in the 
leg ; at any rate the depositions 
of lymph were infinitely darker 
and more dirty than usual. The 
head was not examined. 

It is curious that so little dis- 
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ease was found in the side to 
which the principal pain was re- 
ferred ; whilst the other, which 
was little complained of, bore the 
onus of the mischief. Could the 
_ pain in the right side be owing to 
the pleural inflammation, and not 
to the solitary abscess in the lung? 
We are disposed to think so, both 
on account of its character and 
site.—Med. Gazette. 


Closure of the Vagina after-dificult 
Labor— Operation. 


Ann Smith, et. 26, was admitted 
into St. George’s Hospital, Sep- 
tember 3d, with stricture of the 
vagina, succeeding protracted par- 
turition. On examination, it was 
found that an aperture existed, 
barely admitting the smallest bou- 
gie, and apparently owing to a 
very large cicatrix, the contrac- 
tion of which had narrowed the 
opening. From this small opening 
there issued much discharge, of 
brownish color and offensive odor. 
The urethra had become so wide- 
ly dilated as readily to allow the 
little finger to pass into the blad- 
der. She stated, that two years 
before her admission, being some 
months gone with child, she was 
suddenly taken in labor, which 
lasted two days and a night ; after 
which it was discovered that a 
portion of the vaginal membrane 
protruded through the os exter- 
num, and in the course of a few 
days it sloughed away. Bearing 
down pains were felt for some 
time, and the urine occasionally 
came away ina very large stream. 

The bowels having previously 
been emptied by aperients and an 
enema, Mr. Keate, on the 11th, 
divided the stricture by means of 
the bistoure cachée, the incisions 
being carried upwards towards 
the arch of the pubes. The fore- 
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finger was then introduced into the 
opening, and the os uteri found 
unaflected. The discharge on 
breaking down the barrier of mem- 
brane was horribly feetid. 

Three hours after the operation 
the patient experienced a rigor. 
The vagina was then syringed out; 
two or three coagula removed ; 
a piece of oiled lint introduced ; 
and five grains of calomel ordered 
immediately, followed soon after 
by a dose of castor oil. Salines, 
with the sulphate of magnesia, 
every six hours. 

From this time no febrile af- 
fection, or other constitutional dis- 
turbance was experienced, an oc- 
casional purgative only being need- 
ed. On the 17th, the discharge 
was become purulent and healthy;. 
and on the 22d, a bougie, three 
quarters of an inch in diameter, 
was introduced into the vagina, 
after which she commenced the 
A little py- 
rexia and headach took place on 
the 2d of October, but were 
readily removed by salines, with 
antimony and a senna draught. 
On the Sth, she was well enough 
in health, and could bear the in- 
troduction of a good-sized uterus~ 
bougie in the vagina.—Jb. 


New English Works. 


Dr. Lempriere is preparing for 
publication an Essay, in answer to 
the Oldenburgh Questions, on the 
Nature and Contagion of the Yel- 
low Fever.—A new _ scientific 
Journal, in numbers, every two 
months, entitled the Annals of 
Chemical Philosophy, and exhibit- 
ing a concise view of the latest 
and most important Discoveries 
in Chemistry, Pharmacy, the Arts, 
Sciences, Manufactures, Agricul- 
ture, &c., by W. Maugham, Sur- 
geon, &c.—is announced. 
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IV. 
REPORTS OF CASES IN PRIVATE 
PRACTICE. 


External Application of Flour to 


recent Burns, 


Communicated for the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, 


By D. Humpureys Srorer, M.D. 


WE noticed, a short time since, ina 
foreign Journal, the good effects of 
flour in cases of burns. Some may, 
perhaps, be induced to avail them- 
selves of a remedy which they have 
always at hand, by perusing the fol- 
lowing cases, in which its operation 
was directly beveficial. 


Case I.—On the 26th of Novem- 
ber [ was called upon at noon, to 
visit a child of Mrs. N.’s, in Essex 
St. Phis child, a fine girl, six 
months old, had been tied by its mo- 
ther in a chair, while she went to a 
neighbor’s, at a short distance. Re- 
turning in a few moments, she found 
the chair had fallen backwards, and 
the infant, unable to extricate itself, 
was lying with its head, upper part 
of back, and upper extremities, ex- 
posed to a large fire. The child 
was immediately snatched from the 
hearth, and while I was sent for, the 
individuals who were in the house 
covered the injured parts with the 
cat tail flag (Thypha latifolia).— 
When I arrived, the application had 
disguised, in a great degree, the ez- 
tent of the injury ; but the incessant 
shrieks and strugglings, together with 
the appearance of those parts from 
which the reed had been removed, 
and the description of the covered 
parts by those who had seen them 
before its application, left me but 
little hopes of its recovery, I deter- 
mined, however, to do what I could, 
as soon as possible. Accordingly, 
calling for a drudging-box, all the 
parts affected were sprinkled with 
thick coat of flour, Redicf was im- 
mediate ; the crying was diminished ; 
spasms became less frequent; and 
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for a few moments, the breast was 
tuken, Restlessness, however, soon 
returning, a small quantity of cam- 
phorated tincture of opium was ex- 
hibited, which allayed uneasiness for 
a few moments only. At the expira- 
tion of an hour, another opiate was 
exhibited, with temporary benefit, 
Towards night I called again. My 
patient swallowed milk readily from 
the spoon, All the parts from which 
flour had been removed were cover- 
ed again, which operation appeared 
grateful, At 9, P.M. the child was 
seen for the third time, It was sink- 
ing rapidly. Inflammation had ex- 
tended over the whole left side of 
the face, closing the eve of that side, 
and the breathing had become irre- 
cular and deep. In about half an 
hour, she died, 

When it is stated, that upon exa- 
mination, the next morning, the 
whole surface of the cranium was 
found abraded, together with the 
back of the neck, and shoulders, as 
well as the greater part of both arms 
aud hands, while some of the fingers 
were perfectly black, it will be ac- 
knowledged, we trust, that nothing 
in all! human probability could have 
saved the child 5 and also, that the 
decided relief afforded by our reme- 
dy, although but momentary it might 
have been, justifies in concluding 
that in less aggravated cases, it may 
be of essential service, and is de- 
serving of repeated trials before it 
is thrown aside as unworthy our 
confidence. 


Case If.—Since the above case 
came under our treatment, we have 
seen a son of Mr, Lemon’s, in Plea- 
saut Street, who had fallen forward 
upon a heated stove, The cuticle 
was removed trom the greater part 
of the neck under the chip. Flour 
was applied as in the preceding case, 
with immediate relief. On the 


fourth day the part was perfectly 
healed over, and no inconvenience 
remained, except a troublesome itch- 
UNL, produced by the action of ex- 
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ternal agents upon the newly formed 
surface, 
Boston, December 9th. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, DEC. 30, 1828. 


THE EIVING SKELETON. 


An individual with this somewhat 
appalling, but not undeserved title, 
has lately been exhibiting himself 
for money in England, and in several 
cities on the Continent. From a 
pamphlet recently published at Fa- 
laise, in France, and embellished 
with a most grotesque figure of this 
“ delicate monster,” which we hope, 
for his sake, is a caricature, we extract 
the following particulars in regard to 
him. 

Claude Ambrose Seurat was born 
at Troyes, in April, 1798. He be- 
gan to emaciate at the age of three 
years, but it was not until twenty- 
four that he reached his present de- 
gree of tenuity. During this period 
he was free from disease. He is 
now five feet three inches in height, 
and weighs forty three pounds, His 
chest is so much sunk in, (so saith 
our venerable authority, Vancien 
Maire de Falaise,) that it presents a 
depth of only three inches. His 
arms are two inches and a half in 
circumference 3 his thighs one inch 
in thickness. ‘The position of the 
heart is peculiar, being three inches 
lower than natural, His pulse is 
feeble, and about fifty per minute. 
His diet is very light and simple, 
(that is, for a Frenchosan,) consisting 
of jellies, broths, fowls, fish, &c. 
His daily allowance of food is about 
twelve ounces, and one glass of wa- 
ter supplies him for drink during the 
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same period. He sleeps well, and 
the corporeal functions are perform- 
ed with regularity. His general ap- 
pearance is not unlike that of a per- 
son recovering from protracted ill- 
ness. He walks slowly, and with 
great caution, being extremely fear- 
ful of falling. His voice is strong, 
and susceptible of the usual modu- 
lations, His intellect and moral 
sense are not impaired. 

This singular being has been visit- 
ed by Sir Astley Cooper, bv Baron 
Dubois, Baren Dupuytren and other 
distinguished anatomists, who have 
made a number of curious anatomi- 
With 
Baron Dupuytren he is said to be 
quite a favorite. 


cal observations on his body. 


Our subscribers are reminded that 
fifty cents will be saved to them if 
payment is made for the present 
volume within the year, ending the 
19th of February next. See terms 
at the bottom of next page, 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS 
TON, 


IN BOS- 


Ending Dec. 18, at noon. 


Dec. 13. John S. Allds, 37 yrs. 
Mary Morresy, 34 
Mary Phebe Manuel, 71 
14. Hannah Smith, 53 
Ezra Jones Whiton, 5 
Sarah Green, 87 
Elizabeth Marshall, 1l mo 
15. Lucinda !tichardson, 19 yrs 


Hannah Trask, 5S 


Mary Phillips, 40 

16. Parthema Teary, 58 

17. Mary Hammond, 29 

18. Patrick Doyle, @2 . 
Zaccheus Marlow, 50 
Charlotte Lynch, 66 
Jonas Prouty, 49 


Apoplexy, 1—cancer, l—consumption, 3— 
dropsy in the head, 1—lung fever, 1—mortili- 
cation, 2—old age, l—unknown, 6. Males, 
5—females, 11. ‘stillborn, 1. Total, 17. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ATHENEUM ; 
‘OR, SPIRIT OF THE ENGLISH MAGAZINES. 


HE Atheneum is published on the Ist 

and 15th ofevery month, each num- 
ber containing 40 pages, large octavo. It 
consists of selections from the best English 
Magazines, and is intended as a Miscella- 
ny for all classes of readers. The price 
of the work, with plates of the fash- 
ions, is six dollars a year; without them, 
five dollars. Other plates will occasion- 
ally be given, and sent to all the subscrib- 
ers, without additional charge. 

184 Washington Street, Boston. 
Nov. 4. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


AVID & JOHN HENSHAW & Co. 

No. 33, India Street, near the head 

of Central Wherf, have for sale a very ex- 

tensive assortment of Surgical Instru- 

ments. Gentlemen wishing to purchase 

will find it to their advantage to call and 
examine them. Oct. 14, 

6mo. 


ABERNETHY’S LECTURES. 


day published by Benjamin Per- 
kins & Co. Lectures on Anatomy, 
Surgery, and Pathology, including obser- 
vations on the nature and treatment of 
Local Diseases,—delivered at St. Bartho- 
lomew’s Hospital, by Joann ABERNETHY 
F.R. 5. 6w. 
Boston, Sept. 22, 1828. 


ENJAMIN PERKINS & CO. have in 

the press, and will shortly publish, 

** A Manual for the use of the Stethoscope, 
being a Treatise on the different Methods 
of investigating the Diseases of the Chest. 
Translated from the French of M. 
by W.N. Ry.anp, with Notes and an 
Introduction by a Fellow of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society. 

Oct. 23, 1828. 


Nov. 4—6w. 


NATHAN JARVIS, 
Bruggist and Apothecary, 


AS taken the Apothecaries’ Hall, 
No. 188, Washington Street (lately 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


kept by Messrs. Wm. B. & Henry White.) 
His stock of Drugs and Medicines is com- 
plete and genuine. Physicians and oth- 
ers are assured that their orders, prescrip- 
tions, &c. will meet with prompt and 
strict personal attention. 


The old friends of. this establishmen 
are requested to continue their patronage, 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 


WHITE, No. 269 Wash- 
ington St., Corner of Winter St., has 
received a supply of GERMAN and 
PORTUGUESE LEECHES. 


‘PRIZE DISSERTATION 
On the Effects of Spirituous Liquors. 


T the Annual Meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society in 1827, 

the following resolution was adopted :— 
© Resolved, That this Society will use 
the skill of its members in ascertaining 
the best mode of preventing and curing 
the habit of intemperance, and that for 
this purpose a premium of FIFTY DOLLARS 
shall be offered for the best Dissertation 
on the subject; which after being approv- 
ed by the Counsellors shall be read at 
the next annual meeting of the Society, 
and afterwards printed ; and that the au- 
thors be requested to point out the cir- 
cumstances in which the abandonment of 
the habitual use of stimulating drinks is 
dangerous ; and also to investigate the ef- 
fect of the use of wine and ardent spirits 
on the different organs and textures of the 

human body.” 

In consequence of this resolution two 
dissertations were presented ; but not be- 
ing sent within the time specified, they 
could not be examined, 


At the Annual Meeting of the Society 
in 1828, it was voted to renew the offer 
of the premium on the same conditions, 
and the undersigned were chosen to re- 
ceive and examine the dissertations. 


The dissertations presented for the pre- 
miums inay be left at the office of Mr. 
John Cotton, Bookseller, Boston, or sent 
to the Chairman of the Committee ; on or 
before the 15th day of April, 1829. 


JOHN C. WARREN, 
ZABDIEL B. ADAMS, 


Committee, 
JOHN WARE, 
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